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Summary 
The ABCMR is the highest level of administrative review within the Department of the 
Army with the mission to correct errors in or remove injustices from Army military 
records.  The Army Review Boards Agency (ARBA) acts on behalf of The Secretary of 
the Army in considering requests for discharge upgrades, processing disability issues, 
and providing corrections oversight for Soldiers and Veterans.  ARBA conducts all 
ABCMR Boards.  The National Guard Bureau, Personnel Division, Appeals and 
Analysis Section (ARNG-HRP-P) makes recommendations to the ARBA by providing 
advisory opinions on ARNG Soldiers requesting correction of their military record.  The 
ABCMR Process is for all active Soldiers, retirees, Veterans, and Family members who 
apply on behalf of the Soldier (Widow, children, etc.). 
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Quick Guide: How to Request a Correction of Military Records 

1. Go to the ARBA website. 
2. Click on Correction of Military Records.  
3. Click on Application Procedures. 
4. Follow the onscreen instructions to request a correction of Military Records.  
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Quick Guide: How to Request a Copy of a Military Record 

1. Go to the eVetRecs website. 
2. Follow the onscreen instructions to request a copy of Military Records.  
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Frequently Asked Questions 
Q. What documents do I need to file an ABCMR? 
A. In order to file an ABCMR, you will need to complete DD Form 149 and the 

appropriate documents needed to correct the record.  Those documents will depend 
on the type of change being made. 

http://arba.army.pentagon.mil/links.cfm
http://vetrecs.archives.gov/


 
Q. How long does an ABCMR usually take? 
A. The standard ABCMR will take up to 10 months to complete. 

 
Q. As a family member, can I file an ABCMR for my deceased Veteran/Retiree? 
A. Yes, a family member and/or next of kin can file an ABCMR for a deceased 

Veteran/Retiree. 
 

Q. Is there a statute of limitations for correction of a Military Record? 
A. The statute of limitations for a correction of a Military Record is 3 years.  However, in 

extreme circumstances, the Board may consider a correction in the case of 
correcting an injustice. 

 
Q. How do I file an ABCMR? 
A. You must complete and print a copy of DD Form 149 and gather the required 

documentation that supports the record correction.  Effective 01 OCT 10, mail all 
documentation to Army Board for Correction of Military Records, 1901 South Bell 
Street, 2nd Floor Arlington, VA 22202-4508.    
 
You can also apply for an ABCMR online at the ABCMR online application. Click on 
the link at the bottom of the page to apply online.  Follow the on-screen instructions.  
In the online application process you will be asked to provide documents and 
evidence by mail to support the request. 
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Links 

 ARBA Website 
ABCMR is the highest level of administrative review within the Department of the 
Army with the mission to correct errors in or remove injustices from Army military 
records. 
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References 
Regulations  

 AR 15-185, Army Board for Correction of Military Records 
 
Documents and Forms  

 Applicant's Guide to Applying to the Army Board for Correction of Military 
Records (ABCMR) 

 DD Form 149, Application for Correction of Military Record Under the Provisions 
of Title 10, U.S.C. Section 1552  
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http://arba.army.pentagon.mil/online-application.cfm
http://arba.army.pentagon.mil/abcmr-overview.cfm
http://www.apd.army.mil/pdffiles/r15_185.pdf
http://arba.army.pentagon.mil/documents/ABCMR%20Applications%20Guide%202005.pdf
http://arba.army.pentagon.mil/documents/ABCMR%20Applications%20Guide%202005.pdf
http://www.dtic.mil/whs/directives/infomgt/forms/eforms/dd0149.pdf
http://www.dtic.mil/whs/directives/infomgt/forms/eforms/dd0149.pdf


Points of Contact 

 Army Review Board Agency (ARBA) 
1901 South Bell Street, 2nd Floor 
Arlington, VA 22202-4508 
Phone: 1-703-607-1600 
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