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Summary

The Inactive National Guard (ING) consists of Enlisted National Guard personnel in an
inactive status in the Ready Reserve, not in the Selected Reserve. To remain in the
ING, members must muster once a year with their assigned Unit, but they do not
participate in training activities. On mobilization, ING members mobilize with their Units
or are cross leveled into other mobilized units. Similar to Individual Ready Reserve
(IRR) members, some ING members have a contractual obligation. Members of the ING
may not train for retirement credit or pay and are not eligible for promotion. The ING
category is currently used only by the ARNG. Members of the Reserves with no inactive
duty training or active duty for training obligations may perform voluntary unpaid drills
with Units of the Selected Reserve, enroll in correspondence courses, or perform other
unpaid inactive duty training for the purpose of accumulating retirement points.
Individuals who have enlisted in the Reserves and are awaiting their initial active duty
for training may also perform unpaid drills.

ING is an effective way to keep Soldiers in the Guard who need a temporary reprieve
from the rigors of regular participation in the ARNG.
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Frequently Asked Questions

Q. Who is eligible for transfer to the ING?

A. Only enlisted Soldiers are eligible for transfer to the ING; commissioned and warrant
officers are not (note: as used in this document the term "Soldier" refers to enlisted
members (male and female) unless otherwise specified; the term "active status”
refers to active drilling status in the ARNG).

Is there a time limitation on membership in ING?
There is no time limitation unless the Soldier is under a contractual obligation for
participation.
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. Who must approve ING membership?
All membership in ING is approved by the Soldier’'s State TAG and he or she has
ultimate veto authority.
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. Am | collecting retirement points while in the ING?
No. Members of the ING may not train for retirement credit or pay and are not
eligible for promotion.
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Q. What are the differences between the Individual Ready Reserve (IRR), the
Inactive National Guard (ING), and the Selected Reserve?

A. There are many key differences between the IRR, the ING and the Selected
Reserves

e Individual Ready Reserve (IRR) Soldiers are a group of trained,
experienced military professionals who stand ready to individually augment
Army units. IRR Soldiers live, work and study in the civilian community, but
they are military members with an existing service obligation. The Army
accesses the forces and capabilities of the IRR as necessary to fight and win
our nation's wars. Soldiers serving in the IRR are by no means inactive. There
are many opportunities available for IRR Soldiers to continue their military
careers. As IRR members, they can apply for active duty assignments, obtain
professional development training, and get promoted. IRR Soldiers are
required to meet minimum annual requirements that include updating
personal contact information, attending muster duty, updating a readiness
screening questionnaire online, and responding to official military
correspondence. They are also subject to involuntary mobilization.

e Selected Reserve are those Units and individuals within the Ready Reserve
designated by their respective services and approved by the Joint Chiefs of
Staff as so essential to initial wartime missions that they have priority over all
other reserves. All Selected Reservists are in an active status. The Selected
Reserve also includes persons performing initial active duty for training.

e Inactive National Guard (ING) Soldiers are in inactive status. While IRR and
Selected Reserve continue with earning Retirement Points and promotions,
ING Soldiers do not.
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Links
e HRC IRR Factsheet
This website gives a brief overview of what being an IRR Soldier consists of and
how it is separate from the ING.
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References
Regulations
e NGR 614-1, Inactive Army National Guard

Documents and Forms
e Request Officer Transfer to Inactive National Guard



https://www.hrc.army.mil/site/media/factsheets/irr.htm
http://www.ngbpdc.ngb.army.mil/pubs/614/ngr614_1.pdf
http://www.la.ngb.army.mil/J1/J1/Misc%20Officer%20Checklists/TRF%20TO%20ING.pdf
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Points of Contact
¢ ARNG-HRH
Email: NGB-ARH-S@ng.army.mil
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